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Residential Street Lighting
Installation Program

funding.

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

On April 9, 2024, the Downey City Council authorized a new pilot program to fund the
installation of street lighting on residential streets. Until July 15, 2024, the City will accept
requests from interested property owners wanting street lights on their block. Public Works staff
will review and create a comprehensive list of areas in need of street lighting. From this list, a
plan will be developed to add residential street lighting on an annual basis, subject to available

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS
OF STREET LIGHTS?

There are MANY BENEFITS
to street lights, including:

e Enhanced safety for
motorists, riders and
pedestrians due to
increased visibility of
roadway signs and
obstructions

Prevention of crime and
facilitating law
enforcement and police
protection

Inspiration for
community spirit and
growth

Public Works Department

11111 Brookshire Avenue
Downey, CA 90241

(562) 904-7102

www.downeygis.org/streetlights.pdf

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE INSTALLATION COSTS OF STREET
LIGHTS PRIOR TO ESTABLISHING THE PROGRAM?

Traditionally, The PROPERTY OWNER IS RESPONSIBLE for installation
costs of street lights. The City can finance the installation costs with the
property owners paying back the City for up to five years through annual
assessments paid through the owners’ property tax bills. However, the
average cost of $5,000 per property has been a barrier to installing street
lights installed on street blocks that currently do not have them. As a
result, there are residential street blocks that currently lack street lighting.

HOW WILL IT WORK UNDER THE NEW PILOT PROGRAM?

Under the new pilot program, the City will cover the costs of installing
street lights on residential streets. Once the lights are installed, the
property owners will pay $21.41 per year on an on-going basis as their
share of the City’s street lighting and operating maintenance costs. This
cost would be added to the property tax bill.

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE TO HAVE STREET LIGHTS INSTALLED?

There are limited funds available each year under the program to install
street lights. Staff will assess the list of streets that are collected over the
next two months to put together the costs for designing and installing the
lights on all the streets. Similar to the City’s Residential Street Paving
program, a phased program over a 10-year period will be developed to
install the street lights. It is anticipated that up to 4 street blocks could be
completed each year.
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HOW MANY STREET LIGHTS ARE IN
OUR CITY AND WHO OWNS THEM?

The City is home to approximately
6,762 STREET LIGHTS. These street
lights are owned by:

STREETLIGHT OWNER NUMBER OF LIGHTS OWNED
City of Downey 2,263
Caltrans 57
Southern California Edison 4,409
Shared with neighboring cities 33

HOW ARE STREET LIGHTS PAID?

THE COSTS FOR MAINTAINING
AND SERVICING STREET LIGHTS
ARE PAID FROM: Assessments on
individual parcels through Lighting
and Landscaping Assessment
District 121, and revenues from
general property taxes.

CAN STREETLIGHTS BE INSTALLED
ON WOODEN UTILITY POLES?

Yes. Southern California Edison
(SCE) will install street lights on
wooden utility poles owned by SCE
free of charge. Residents may submit
these requests through the SCE
website at WWW.SCE.COM. This
process does not require the petition
process described above.

More
Information

www.downeygis.org/
streetlights.pdf

HOW DO | FILL OUT A PETITION TO REQUEST A NEW
STREET LIGHT IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD?

STEP 1: Residents can request for a new street light at
downeygis.org/ServiceRequest. Please include your name,
address, email,phone number and name of the street and
limits of street block(s)where you would like the street lights
to be installed. Contact the City of Downey Public Works -
Engineering Division at (562) 904-7110 with any further
guestions on the program.

STEP 2: Staff will collect a list of street blocks and put
together a cost to install street lights throughout the City. An
annual program will be established to install street lights on
certain streets. The order of streets will be based on criteria
such as traffic and public safety, as well as proximity to
school zones.

STEP 3: When your street is scheduled for installation, the
City will prepare a petition for circulation among the
properties on the requested street block(s). The petition will
include all property owners’ names and addresses along with
a statement to be conveyed to the property owners that by
signing the petition, the owners agree that they: (1) will be
annexed into Zone 1, which is the zone for residential street
lights in the city, and (2) will be responsible for their share of
the cost of on-going maintenance and operations costs of
street lights.

STEP 4: The requester will be asked to circulate the petition
among the property owners (not renters) listed on the
petition. At least two-thirds (67%) of the property owners
must sign the petition to demonstrate the necessary level of
support for the proposal. The original, completed petition
must be returned to the City of Downey Engineering Division
at 11111 Brookshire Ave., Downey, CA 90241.

STEP 5: The City will verify the property owners’ signatures.
If at least 67% of the supporting signatures are verified, funds
will be budgeted and street light design process will begin.

STEP 6: Upon completion of design phase, the street lighting
system will be installed.

STEP 7: Special assessment will show up on the property
owner’s annual property taxes once the owner’s property is
officially annexed into the assessment district. The
assessment will appear on the property tax bill as "CITY LT
ZN1.”



